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| ntroduction

The implementation of abilingua program offers a chalenge to the Macomb County school
digricts ingructiona and adminigrative staff snce many ethnic and language minority groups are
represented throughout the county. The main concern for al school administersisto ensure
understandable ingtruction and to ensure equa access to indruction and educationa opportunities for
those students who spesk alanguage other than English in their homes. These students should not
immediately be consdered “ English dissbled,” but are “limited English proficient.” The LEA must
provide access for them to learn quickly as possible so they can benefit from the ingtruction in the
English only maingtream classsoom. The MISD assgtsin providing access to Bilingud/ Englisht as-a-
second-language ingtruction, which, if not avalable, may place the students who spegk a language other
than Englishiinan “at risk” category. These students would succeed if provided with gppropriate
understandable ingtruction. Thus, the MISD offers support services to supplement the service offered
by the local school didtricts.

However, if the language minority student does not show progress as would be expected of
other students from his linguistic and cultural background or what is considered appropriate for his’her
grade leve in the maingtream classroom setting, a Specid Education evauation may be necessary. This
handbook has been prepared to assst those who come in contact with nationd origin language minority
sudentsin Macomb County with a procedure to assist in the Special Education process.

The information contained in this handbook has been extracted from previous publications
related to the placement of soeakers of languages other than English into the Specid Education
programs (and from other public domain resources.) It is hoped this publication will be of assstancein
coordinating the Bilingual Education program and the Specia Education procedures for al Macomb
County educators, a dl levels. We hope to provide suggestions to follow for procedures in evaluating
English Language Learning (ELL) students special needs.



Thefirst step for determining the specia needs of the bilingual or monolingual other-than-English
student is to provide the student with a person who speaks the student’ s native language for an informal
evaluation to determine how the student compares to other students of smilar age in the same
circumstances. This may involve referra to the MISD Bilingual/ESL program with the Bilingual
Instructional Assistant administering an Oral English Proficiency test and an informal test in the student’s
native language. The MISD Bilingual Instructional Assistant and the mainstream classroom teacher need
to confer regarding the informal testing results to plan to coordinate their instructional programs. Both the
mainstream teacher and the MISD Bilingua Instructional Assistant may want to confer on whether the
student shows indications of further need for assessment. The Bilingual Instructional Assistant may assist
in interviewing parents to obtain information about the child’s previous schooling and language learning in
the home.

The following Diagnostic “Pie” chart indicates items to consider when identifying specia language needs
for multicultural students.
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Normal Language- Normal Language-
L earning Ability L earning Ability

Adeguate background Differences and/or limitations of
linguigtic exposure & environmental
May need one or more of the experience. May need:
1. Bilingud education 1. Bilingua educetion
2. Sheltered English Shdtered English, English asa
3. English as a Second Language second language ingruction.
Instruction 2. |Additiond enrichment experiences
3| 4
L anguage-L ear ning Disability L anguage-L ear ning Disability
Adequate background Differences and/or limitations of
May need: linguistic experience & environmenta
1. Bilingua specid education May need:
2. English specid education with 1. Bilingua specid education

as much primary language input English specid education with
and teeching as possible primary language support
2. Additiond enrichment

1 Roseberry-McKibbin, C. (1995). Multicultural Sudents with Special Needs, Oceanside, CA: Academic Communication
Associates.
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Often language proficiency may be misdiagnosed because the student gppears to not understand
and he smply does not understand enough English to make proper responses. The speaker of a
language other than English must first acquire basic interpersond communication skill§BICS) so he can
communicate with peers and others on asocid language level. This skill can be assessed using atest of
ord language proficiency. The MISD Bilingud program has Bilingud Indructiona Assstancetrainedin
adminigtering the IDEA test of Ord Language Proficiency which identifies sudents as either non English
gpeeking (NES), limited English proficient (LES) or fluent English proficient (FES). A student who
scores FES is considered to have basic interpersona communication skills (BICS) appropriate for his
age but may not be proficient in academic language. Since academic language requires agrasp of
language a a more difficult level, cognitive academic language proficiency takes longer to develop.
Students often can comprehend smple ora language but have difficult reading English from textbook
materid and using higher leve thinking skillsin English. Written academic language generdly useslonger
sentence structure, varying tenses and more complex grammatica forms of language. Cognitive
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP) is measured via a performance on a sandardized English or
English reading comprehension test. A copy of the Academic Communi cation Associates diagram
indicating common problems often ending in misdiagnos's of language proficiency follows:

L anguage Proficiency Misdiagnosis M odel

Adequate BICS

Takes gpproximately 2 years to develop to native-like level under optima conditions.

The child can:
Use English phrases, chunks of speech
Carry on intdlligible conversations about context-embedded, cognitively undemanding topics. (E.g.
TV, classroom activities, friends, family)
Interact with English- speaking peers
Pass smple, “BICS-ariented” language proficiency tests

ided . e .
Specid Education Referrd BICS/CALP GAP
Specid educetion placement Bilingua education placement
resource room Shdltered English
speech/language program English as a second language
__ spedid day dass
Inadequate CALP

Takes between 7 and 10 years to develop to native-like level under optima conditions.

The child with inedequate CALP may have difficulty:

performing well on standardized tests of academic skills (i.e. MEAP tests)

performing well on standardized 1Q, academic and language tests requiring administration by
psychologists, speech pathologists, resource specidists




performing adequately in context-reduced, cognitively demanding classroom activities such as writing,
reading, spelling, test-taking.



Consultant Services Department

Strategic Plan for the Bilingual/ESL Program

Bilingua Coordinator: Suchiraphon McKeithen-Polish, Bilingual Endorsement

Mgor Focus Bilingua/English-as-a-Second-Language Program --- a program to assist small districtsin
Macomb County which have enrolled English Language Learning (ELL) students to provide
understandable instruction by using native language speakers in the student’ s home language as bilingual
instructional assistants. These bilingual instructional assstants provided Englishras-a- Second-L anguage
ingtruction using the home language, where necessary, to enable the students to function in the mainstream
English-only classroom as quickly as possible.

Objective 1: To assist LEA’sidentify students who are digible for bilingual education and to report this
information to the state department in the manner prescribed to apply for the bilingual education funds for
providing bilingua education services to the participating districts.

Task 1-1 Identification procedures which meet the Federal Guidelines.

Tar get:

Home Language Survey Fdl and

continuing as new students enroll.

Method: To provide models for the LEAS of the legal Home Language Survey for

Target:

M ethod:

Task 1-2:

Target:

identifying students who speak a language other than English in their homes.
Instruct LEA’s Bilingual Contact persons of the procedures required for
recording keeping of the languages spoken in the homes of students enrolled in
their digtricts.

Identification of students who speak alanguage other than English in their homes
as potentialy digible for bilingua education and those who are eligible for
bilingua education during the fall and continuing as new students enroll.

Instruct LEA’s (viaan MISD Administrative Handbook and via bimonthly
training meetings for LEA Bilingua Contact personnel) of the Federa
requirements to assess the language abilities of students via a standardized
English test to identify those who require specia provisions to ensure an equa
opportunity for education in an English-only classroom. Our program will
provide the standardized testing of students who are currently enrolled in our
program in the spring.

Assess students' oral language ability in both native language and English during
the fall of each school year and as each new student is enrolled.

The digible students who have been referred to the MISD bilingua education
program will be assessed viathe IDEA Oral Language Proficiency Test to
determine their fluency in ora English language during the fall and as new
students are referred during the school year.

Method: Students will be administered the IDEA Oral Language Proficiency Test by a

Bilingua Instructional Assistant who speaks the student’ s language (where



Target:

M ethod:

Task 1-3:

Target:

M ethod:

Target:

M ethod:

possble) and is proficient in English. Students will be designated in categories
of Non-English Spesking (NES), Limited English Spesking (LES) or Fluent
English Speaking (FES). The standardized English reading test score will
be used to differentiate the ability of English proficiency of those
students who score as FES on the IDEA Oral Language Proficiency Test.

Students will be assessed in their proficiency in oral vocabulary in their native
language and in English and a comparison of their development in each language
will be made during the fall and during the school year as new students are
enrolled.

Students who score Non-English Spesking and Limited English Speaking will be
administered the One Word Vocabulary Test in both English and in their native
language administered by a bilingual ingtructional assistant who speaks the native
language of the student.

Inform parents via phone cal and letter in both English and in their native
language that their student is eigible for the Bilingua Education program and will
be receiving tutorial instruction at their loca building during regular school hours.

Parents will be informed by a phone call that their student has been referred to
the MISD bilingual education program and will have a tutor assigned to them.
Thiswill take place during the last week of September and during the first two
weeks of October.

BIA tutors will be given alist of students whom they will instruct and will make
the phone calls to the parent in the parent’s home language. A record will be
kept in the students folders of the date of the phone cdl, to whom the tutor
spoke, and the content of the phone call.

Parents will be informed by US mail that their student has been referred to the
MISD hilingual education program.

Parents will be informed by US mail that their student has been referred to the
MISD bilingua education program and will be invited to attend a parent meeting
to meet the BIA tutor and will be invited to observe the program at any time.
Parents will be informed of their right to remove their student from the program
by awritten letter. Letterswill be sent in both English and in the parents home
language. Letters will be mailed during October and the Parents meeting will be
held in November.



Objective 2: Create a program for instructing the English Language Learning
students which will enable them to gain to their full capacity in an English only

classroom.

Task 2-1:

Target:

M ethod:

Task 2-3:

Target:

M ethod:

Target:

M ethod:

Task 2-4:

Target:

Apply for funding from the MDE section 41 Bilingua Education
Program following the state mandates for Bilingud funding.

Hire Bilingud Ingructiond Assgtants (BIA) who speak the home languages of
the sudents identified by the LEA’ s as digible for the Bilingua Education
program during the fall of each school year and as needed throughout the
school year.

Advertise the needs for personnel who spesk the required languages in ethnic
community organization newdetters, cable TV, Sdfridge cable TV,
Internationd Indtitute employment agency, ethnic & religious organizations,
college job fairs and viaword of mouth to ethnic communities. Review
resumes, interview and administer English vocabulary and reading
comprehension tests to quaify applicants.

Provide training for the Bilingua Ingtructiona Assstantsto learn procedures for
assessment of students and methods for teaching English-as-a- Second-
Language.

Train Bilingud Ingructiond Assgtant tutors usng MDE English Language
Proficiency Stadards (EL P) in the adminidration of the English Language
Proficiency Assessment (EL PA) and the IDEA Oral Proficiency Test and
the One Word Vocabulary Test and Englight as-a second- language methods.

BIA tutorswill meet three days during the fourth week of September for
intengvetraining. Training will continue on aweekly basis on Thursday
afternoon for 1to 1.5 hours.

Tutorswill betrained to use the ELP Standards and the ESL materias for
prescriptive lessons to correlate with the ELPA and the IDEA Oral Language
Proficiency Test results during weekly training sessions throughout the school
year.

Weekly training sessonswill be held during the school year with lessons taught
by acertified bilingua endorsed teacher and experienced bilingud ingtructiond
assistants who hold assistant positions.

Keep records of ingtructional methods used, assessment and parents contacts.

Provide materials and resources for teaching English as-a- Second-
Language(ESL)/English language learning students (ELL).



Method: BIA tutorswill be provided with akit of ELL/ESL. materids. Training sessons
will be conducted to assist the BIA tutors in the proper use of the materias
throughout the school year on aweekly basis.

Task 2-5: Parent contacts will be made to inform the parents of student progress and
specia needs.

Target:  Initid testing results of the sudents' progressin ora English language will be
shared with the parents a a parent meetings/conferences during the late fall and
end-of-school year.

Method: Letterswill be sent inviting the parents to a parent meeting/conference where
they will receive the test results and meet the Bilingua ingtructiond assstant
assgned to their student. Students test results will be in the hands of each tutor
to discuss with the parents who attend.

Target: Bilingud ingructiona assgtants will act asinterpreters for classroom teachers
when needed and will convey messages home in cases where no English is
spoken in the home. This service will be available throughout the school year.

Method: Classoom teachers and principas of the LEAs will contact the Bilingua
ingructiona assistants when needed and then make an gppointment to discuss
with them what is needed to be conveyed to the parents.

Task 2-6:  The student program will focus on meeting the No Child L eft Behind policy:

Target: Engligtas-a Second-Language(ESL) methods will be used with the students
enrolled in the MISD bilingua program throughout the school year. Home
language will be used whereit is necessary to provide understandable
ingtruction.

M ethod: Bilingua Ingructionad Assstants will keep an anecdotd record of the materias
used in conjunction with the ELP Standards, in the tutorid sessons.

Target: To teach English language and reading skills usng ESL. methods and Whole
Language Approach so that the ELL student will be able to benefit from the
mainstream ingtruction in content areas and classroom procedures.

Method: BIA Tutorswill use classroom materids where gppropriate and a variety of
literature to teach English as quickly as possible.
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Target: English language vocabulary and reading comprehension skills will be
measured in the soring of the year by the use of ELPA.

Method: The English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) will be
adminigtered in Spring of each school year by the districts and the results will
be reported to the mainstream classroom teacher.

Task 2-7: The MISD hilingua program sees limited Englight proficient sudents as “ a
risk” potentia drop-out sudentsif goecid provisons are not made to provide
understandable ingtruction. To meet this need the program attempts to do the
following:

Target: Tofoster apogtive sdf-concept in participating ELL students and reduce ELL
student drop-out rate by providing role modelsin their own native language.

Method: The program will provide bilingua ingtructiona assistants who speek the
language of the student and who will be able to discuss problems encountered
by alimited English proficient sudent in and English only dlassoom. Thetutors
will dso encourage the students to continue and will act as a postive role model
from their own culture.

Target: To foster acceptance of cultura differences on the part of the mainstream
Sudents in the building where the refugee and immigrant students are placed.

Method: BIA tutorswill provide the classroom teachers with multiculturd materials and
may even peek to the classroom about their culture and customs. The bilingua
contact meetings will include cultural understanding meterids. Multiculturd
workshops for training of the teachers will be arranged. Presentations and
workshops of the cultural awareness issue will be provided to al didricts.

Task 2-8: NCLB: “ Schoolswill promote partnerships with parents in increase their
participation in their children’s education.” Our program focuses on this
god viaour parent communication activities and through being aliaison for the
school to home communication.

Target: Provide parent meetingsin the parents native language so parents can ass st
thelr sudents in meeting the needs of the school environment.

Method: Bilingud Indructiond Assstants will hold individua meetings with parents
and conduct group meeting where gppropriate in conjunction with school
personnel on occasion during the school year. BIA’swill inform parents of
LEA offeringsin ESL for adults and other adult education programs from which
they will benefit.



Task 2-9: NCLB, Highly Qualified Teachers- “ Teacherswill have the professional
development they need to help students reach the other goals.” The MISD

Bilingua program will meet thisgod in the following way:

Target: The maingream classroom teacher will be trained about customs of the
differing cultures found in Macomb County and in the needs of the limited

Englidh proficient student throughout the school yesar.

Method: Periodicdly throughout the year workshops will be held to develop
understanding of various cultura groups living in Macomb County.

Target: Each mainstream classroom teacher will be given a MISD Teacher Handbook
as areference and classroom resource for the bilingua program during the
school, and as new students enroll. It isavallableto dl teechers a the bilingua

webste.

Method: A MISD Teacher Handbook will be provided to each mainstream teacher
with whom the BIA tutorswork. Itis ble through the bilingud website.
Thiswill provide suggestions for ESL. methods, resources for use with ELL

students and background research on language learning.
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Working with English Language Learning (ELL) students
who speak a language other than English in the home

It isimportant that the concepts are taught, especidly to younger nort English spegking (NES) children, in
their native tongue. Then, teach the English words for the concepts. The MISD Bilingud Ingructiond
Assgants will avoid working in areas of the curriculum where the concept has not been taught in the
classroom or in areas where the child has not learned a concept unless the teacher tells them to introduce
the concept. For example, if the sudent can not tell time in his native tongue, he will need to learn the
concept before he can use the English words for telling time.

MISD Bilingud Indructiond Asssantswill stress natura language, aurd-ord and whole language approach.
If the student is ready to work with written and reading materidss, the teacher should provide classroom
materias for those more advanced students. If the student is unable to function with regular classroom
materids, the Bilingud Ingructiond Assistant will bring ESL materids for the tutorid lesson.

MISD Bilingua Ingtructional Assstants will teach ENGLISH ASA SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL); The
student learns academics (science, math, socia studies, etc.) in the regular classroom.

Try to schedule some timeto tak to the Bilingua Ingtructionad Assstant who works with students assgned to
your classroom to coordinate the tutoria sessions with what you are teaching in the classroom.

Points to remember when teaching English skills

Don't talk too dowly or with exaggerated pauses between words.

Speak in your naturd voice and rhythm, but make sure you spesk clearly enough so the child may
copy you. Don't speek overly loud, the child is not hard of hearing.

Teaching short form replies, before teaching full sentence replies. 'Y ou may use sentence paiterns
for early teaching for non-English speaking (NES) students.

Praise the child for the English skills he dready has and for the efforts he makes to use English.
Use what he knows (prior knowledge) to teach concepts the child does not know.

Provide ample practice and repetition.

Make sure the sudent is actively involved in every lesson.

Use activities and games as much as possble.
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A Team Approach to Comprehensive Assessment for the Multicultural Children Who Speak a
L anguage Other Than English or are Limited English Proficient

After the students has been identified as eligible for the bilingual program and has been receiving
bilingua assistance in learning English as a second language, some students may exhibit need for further
assessment to provide a comprehensive program to assure the students has equal access to educational
opportunities. A chart showing a suggested assessment wheel for multicultura children in attached.
However, a pre-referral process to follow when determining if alimited English proficient student should
be referred to specia education assessment is suggested.

Step 1. The teacher reports that an ELL student is experiencing problems.

Step 2. The teacher and the Bilingua Instructiona Assistant should write a description of the
exact type of problem the student is experiencing. Such as the type of oral language
stuation where the difficulty is noted, the reading situations where the difficulty is noted, a
list of the tasks on the oral language inventory where the student had difficulty, and a
comparison of the words the students could produce in English and in his native language
on the one word picture vocabulary inventory. (The ora proficiency IDEA IPT test and
the one word picture vocabulary inventory in English and native language can be supplied
by the MISD Bilingual Instructional Assistant.)

Sep 3. Determine the possible need for Bilingual/ESL support , Chapter 1 services, or other “at
risk” programs which are available.
LEA checks student’ s digibility for service in bilingua program:
K-2: Home language other than English
Grades 3-12: Home language other than English & scoresin reading below 40™
percentile.
Then, refer to Bilingual/ESL services for evauation if this has not been done.

Step 4. Many schools require at least 1 year of bilingua services before further examination of
the student’ s educational environment will be explored. ELL students need about 2 years
to develop socid language (BICS) and from 5 to 7 years to develop cognitive academic
language (CALP). However, some situations are obvioudy a specia education need,
rather than a bilingua need.

Step 5. Initialy an informal consultation between bilingual staff and the regular classroom
teacher could be the first step prior to child study. Students should always be compared
with peers from similar cultural & linguistic backgrounds.

Step 6. Product of child study:
Resolution of concern
504 referral Ruling from Civil Rights (other handicapping conditions - not LEP only)
Use of Bilingua Oral Language Development Inventory (BOLD) for identification of
language function in both 1st and 2nd languages. Sample in handbook.
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Special Education Process
for Limited English Proficient Students

When an ELL student is being referred for Special Education Services, the following items should

be considered:

Step 1. Thereferra form for an ELL student
should state the language(s) spoken in the home
of the studert.

Step 2. Parent consent form must bein aform
of communication understandable by the parent.

Step 3. A member knowledgeable of the
student’s culture and fluent in his’her language
should be placed on the MET team.

Step 4. Included in the comprehensive
evauation should be:
Language proficiency and dominance
The influence of culture on testing process
and results
Use of atrandator/interpreter and effects
Evauation of academic liability in both
languages.

Step 5. MISD program director and/or a

member knowledgeable of the student’s culture

and fluent in his’lher language should be a member

of the IEPC. Care should be taken to insure the

parent truly understands the IEPC process. The

information presented and the decisions made

should be made clear to the parent through the

IEPC member.

Step 6. Student for specia education programs

and services can not be rejected solely:

on English deficiency —

* because their language and culture is ather than
that of the mgjority of the school

*because services are not currently established

Step 7. The IEP should address the language
needs of the child.

Step 8. Genera education personnel need to be
14

The MI1SD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant can give assistancein providing
information on the language spoken .

The MI1SD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant may be present to explain the form
to the parents in their native language. Some
forms are available in different languages.
The M 1SD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant can assst, but should not be
placed in a Situations where the BIA hasto
divide her/his loyalties between the parent
and what the school authorities are
recommending.

The MI1SD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant may assigt in testing Situations
where necessary. Test scores will be made
available from previous assessments.

It must be understood norms of trandated
standardized tests will be invalidated.

The MISD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant may act as an interpreter during
the IEPC. It isalso recommended the parent
have a parent advocate who speaks their
language and English with them rather than
place the MISD staff in a position between
the parent and LEA. The MISD staff isto
interpret for the LEA staff.

The M1SD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant may till continue in ESL services
if it is needed in addition to specia education
services. Cultural questions may be
discussed with the M1SD Bilingual
Instructional Assistant.

The MISD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant and/or program director may be
consulted on linguistic questions regarding
their native language.



informed of further planning and action.

Step 9. The use of native language resources
may be necessary for goals and objectives to be
met culturaly and linguigticaly.

Step 10. Design an appropriate follow-up which

incorporate ELL student:

- Objectives of family/community of the student
and their knowledge.

- Comparison of student’s level of performance
with that of siblings.

15

The MISD Bilingual Instructional
Assistant may ill continuein ESL services
if it is needed in addition to specia education
services.



Culture and L anguage needs of the child

Since professionas relay heavily on use of standardized tests the vaidity of the tests to evaluate
linguigticaly culturaly diverse students' language abilities must be taken into consideration. There are
current English language tests that assess mastery of specific linguistic forms in English, however, this
does not assess how the child can communicate in hisher own environment. Mattes & Omark (1991)
emphasize the importance of evaluation of language use and communicative competence in daily settings
aswell as knowledge of linguistic forms. The use of informal, dynamic, student-centered assessment that
evaluates students' ability to learn over time is more accurate when considering specia education
placement. (Budoff, 1987; Feuerstein, Rand, Jensen, Kaniel & Tzuriel, 1987; Pena & Iglesias, 1993). Itis
suggested that professionals should use a combination of formal and informal measures when assessing
limited English proficient students who speak a language other than English in their homes.

The literature suggests that ELL students who have immigrated to the United States may have
different cultural responses and therefore standardized tests will have biasesin favor or the students they
were normed on. Cheng (1991) lists test items that are potentially unfamiliar to linguistically and culturaly
diverse students.

Potentially Unfamiliar Items:
Certain household objects (e.g. blenders, microwaves)
Vehicles (e.g. dune buggies, subway trains)
Sports--especialy those involving snow and cold weather. Also many countries do not have
football.
Musical instruments
Types of clothing (e.g. suspenders, gal oshes, mittens)
Professions/occupations
Historically related events & people (e.g. Thanksgiving, Christmas, Abraham Lincoln)
Foods: apple pie, yogurt, American fruits and vegetables
American nursery rhymes, fairy tales
Geography -- e.g. New Y ork, Midwest
Game-- Tag, hopscotch, Monopoly

Trandated versions of English tests also present problems of which the professiona must be aware.

1. Differencesin structure and content across English and the primary language raise questions of
comparability of scores. Many words cannot be directly trandated from one language to another.

For example, some Asian languages do not have pronouns, trandating “she”’ or “he” versus “it”
into these languages isimpossible. Also words often have different frequency or difficulty in the two
languages. In German there are three different words for “the” depending on the noun. Thus the
standardized norms will not be valid for trandated tests.

2. Psychometric properties of tests, such as validity, reliability, sample sizes and norming populations do
not carry over to trandated versions.

3. Trandation assumes that ELL students have the same life experiences and background as the norming
population, however, in many instances they do not.
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The Six Principles of IDEA 97
Individuas with Disabilities Education Act public Law 105-17 1997

The Six Principles of the Law

17

Free appropriate public education
“The term *free appropriate public education’ means special education and related services
that ---
(A) have been provided at public expense, under public supervision and direction,
and without charge:
(B) meet the standards of the State Education Agency;
(C) include an appropriate preschool, elementary, or secondary school education
in the State involved; and
(D) are provided in conformity with the individualized education program required
under section 614(d)”
Free Appropriate Public Education
_ Free-- a no cost to parents
__ Appropriate - suited to the individua needs of the child
_ Public -- provided by, or paid for by, the public school system
_ Education (including extracurricular activities) --what this law is al about!

Appropriate evaluation
“One of the most significant changes in IDEA 97 relates to how the evaluation process
should be viewed. “The committee believes that a child should not be subjected to
unnecessary tests and assessments . . . and the LEA should not be saddled with associated
expenses unnecessarily.” (Report Language, p. 19)
“Evauation activities should include gathering information related to enabling the child to
beinvolved in and progressin the general curriculum or, for preschool children, to
participate in appropriate activities.”

_ Evauators must be knowledgeable and trained.

_ A variety of instruments and procedures must be used to gather information about the
student.

_ Testsand other procedures must be selected and administered so as not to be
discriminatory on aracial or cultural basis.

individuaized education program
“The term ‘individualized education program’ or ‘|EP means a written statement for each
child with a disability that is devel oped, reviewed, and revised in accordance with section
614(d).

Least restrictive environment
“ ... the presumption that children with disabilities are most appropriately educated with
their nondisabled peers and that specia classes, separate schooling, or other removal of
children with disabilities from the regular educational environment occurs only when the
nature or severity of the disability of achild is such that education in regular classes with the
use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.

Procedural due process .. ..



Parent and Student Participation in Decison making
“The congress finds the following:

“...0Over 20 years of research and experience (have) demonstrated that the education of children
with disabilities can be made more effective by . . .

“. .. strengthening the role of parents and ensuring that families of such children have meaningful
opportunities to participate in the education of their children at school and at home.” (IDEA
97, Findings of Congress, Section 601(c)(5)(B)

Waysin Which Parents Participate:

- Giving consent for evaluation and initial placement of their child
- Helping design the IEP

- Helping the school understand their child

Waysin Which Students Participate:
- Helping design the IEP
- Expressing preferences and interests, particularly during transition planning

Procedural Safeguards

Safeguards to ensure:
- That the rights of children with disabilities and their parents are protected.

- Written prior notice to parents before certain actions in the native language of the parents
- That students with disabilities and their parents are provided with the information they need to
Make decisions about the provision of free appropriate public education (FAPE), and

- That procedures and mechanisms are in place to resolve disagreements between parties.

Some Procedural Safeguards:

- Parent notification MISD Bilingud Instructional Assistants may
assig in trandation letters to parents and parent
contacts

- Parent consent MISD Bilingual Instructional Assistants may

attend the meeting with the parent to act as
interpreters so parents will understand what
they are being asked to do.

- Parent access to educational records MISD Bilingud Instructional Assstants may
help in explaining test results and
accommodations that have been made for the

child.
- Due process hearings, including MISD Bilingual Instructional Assistants may be
disclosure of evaluation results and invited to act as an interpreter at the meeting
recommendations with the parent to disclose evaluation results
and recommendations.
- Opportunity to present due process MISD Bilingud Instructional Assistants may
complaints provide trandations of parent materials
informing them of their rights.
- Mediation MISD Bilingual Instructiona Assistants may

provide interpreter services.
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Highlights from the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act with Implicationsfor Bilingual
Studentsor limited English proficient students
(See the statute and regulations for details on these matters/)

8§ 601(c) Congressfinds . ..

. The limited English proficient population is the fastest growing in our Nation . . .

. Services provided to [these] students often do not respond to ... academic needs ...

. Midabeling and high dropout rates among minority children with disabilities.

. More minority children continue to be served in specia education . . .

8613(f)(1). Coordinated Services System

. LEAs may use not more than 5% of its IDEA Part B funds, in combination with other amounts . .

. to develop and implement a coordinated services system for limited English proficient students.
8614. Evaluations, Eligibility, |IEPs and Educational Placements.
 Informed Parental Consent is required for an initid evauation and initia placement, and for
reevaluation, except . . [when] the [LEA} can demonstrate that it had taken reasonable measures
to obtain such consent . . . and the child's parent has failed to respond.
» Evaluations Procedures must include.. . .
* Noticesto the parents... that describes any evaluation procedures. . .
» |nformation provided by the parents of the child, current classroom-based assessments and
observations, and teacher and related services providers [Bilingual Instructional Assistant, if
the child was enrolled in the bilingual program] observation...
» Evauation materials administered in the child's native language, unlessit is clearly not feasible

» Determination of Eligibility must involve ...

* A decison made by ateam of qudified professionals and the parent, with areport provided to
parents

» Special Rule ... a child shall not be determined to be a child with a disability if the
determinant factor for such determination is lack of instruction in reading or math or
limited English proficiency.

* Thelndividualized Education Program (IEP) must address ...

» Measurable annua goals... for involvement and progress in the general curriculum;

» Specia education and related services and supplementary aids and services needed

» A statement of any ... modifications in the administration of Sate or district-wide
assessments or a statement of why that assessment is not appropriate and how the child will be
assessed;

» How the child’s progress toward the annual gods...will be measured; and

* How the child’s parents will be regularly informed of ...their child’s progress

» The strengths of the child and concerns of the parents ...

* In the case of a child with limited English proficiency, consider the language needs of the
child as such needs relate to the child’ s |EP

» Consider the communication needs of the child,... opportunities for direct communications
with peers and professional personnel in the child' s language,... including opportunities
for direct instruction...

» The“Individualized Education Program Team” includes the parents, one regular education
teacher, one specia education teacher; a representative of the LEA, an individual who can
interpret... evaluation results, and, at parent or agency discretion, other individuas who have
knowledge or specia expertise regarding the child... and, whenever appropriate, the child...
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8§ 615. Procedural Safeguards

» Written prior notice to the parents before certain actions in the native language of the
» Procedura safeguardsto ensure that parents understand and can challenge decisions...
» Sources for parents to contact to obtain assistance

Assessment Accommodations

What is an Assessment Accommodation?

. An dteration in the adminigtration of an assessment
. A change in timing, scheduling, setting, presentation, response formats and/or “other”
. Use of assgtive devices

What is the Purpose of an Accommodation?

. Provide equa footing

. Levd the playing fidd

. Allow students to show what they know without impediment

. Increase participation of students with disabilities in assessment and accountability systems
Who Receives Accommodations?

. Students with disabilities

. Section 504 students

. Limited English proficient students who have been in the county lessthan 2 years
. In, some dates, al sSudents are digible

How Do You Decide?

. Based on need not benefit

. Reflect ingructional accommodetions

. Reflect the impact of disability on performance

Criteria for Judging the Appropriateness of an Assessment Accommodation

1. Will the accommodation alow the students to show what they know without impediment of their
disahility?

2. Does the accommodation uphold the integrity of what the assessment is trying to measure?

3. Isthe accommodation based on need not benefit?

4. |sthe accommodation in the student’ s best interest and respectful of needs?

If no, then do not pass go---problem-solve and seek appropriate dternatives.
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Select Appropriate Assessment | nstruments
- Psychometric test results can be used as examples of functiona behavior but do not asa

measure of cognitive ability. Consder using tests that don't rely heavily on cognitive ability.
Language assessment test such asthe IDEA Ora language proficiency test, designed to use with
peskers of languages other than English, is avallable a the MI1SD hilingua program office.

A wide range of behaviors including socid, cognitive and educationa tasks as posed within a
variety of environmenta settings, best characterized cognitive ability.

Assessment can be based on curriculum or direct assessment of skills for performance testing.
Use good “dlinica judgment” when making any determination of assessment. Knowledge of
the students’ culturad heritage and an awareness of linguidtic variations affect data interpretation.
If gppropriate, an assessment of academic usage in both English and native language should be
made.

Other Congderationswhen Administering Tests

Altering adminidration of standardized tests:
- Giveingructionsin both Englishand L1
Rephrase confusng ingructions
Give extra examples, demondrations, practice items
Give the student extratime to respond

Repeat 1tems when necessary

If sudent gives “wrong” answers, ask him/her to explain and write down the explanations. Score items
as correct if they are correct in student’s culture. Record al responses.

Omit biased items that the student will probably miss.

Test beyond the celling.

Complete the assessment in severa sessons.

Have a parent or other trusted adult administer test items under the professona’ s supervison.

Considerationsin Test Inter pretation (from Celeste Roseberry-McKibbin, Ph.D.)

Don't identify a student as needing specid education soldly onthe basis of test scores. Use informal
measures to supplement standardized test scores!

Ascertan if sudents errors are typicd of other sudents with smilar backgrounds

Interpret overal test resultsin ateam setting. If professonals review and interpret results alone, errors
aremore likely.

When writing assessment reports, be sure to include cautions and disclaimers about any departures from
gtandard testing procedures. In addition, discuss how the student’ s background may have
influenced testing results.

Students should aways be compared with peers from smilar culturd & linguistic backgrounds. The
MISD Bilingud Ingructional Assistants have experience working with other bilingua students and
are ableto give input based on their own work.
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Mattes and Omark (1991, p. 115) provide alist of questions professionas should ask when assessing a
student’ s underlying language- learning ability when compared with peers from smilar culturd and
linguistic backgrounds.

How much gructure and individua attention is needed for the student to acquire new language sills?
Students with language-learning disahilities usualy need more prompts, modding and repetitions then
thelr peers.

During ingructiond activities, to what extent does the student exhibit off-task behaviors or ingppropriate
responses?

Language-learning disabled students may give responses which are off-topic or inappropriate. Because
their problems make learning difficult, they dso may show off-task behaviors such as fidgeting,
annoying other students and generdly not attending to task.

To what extent does the student require ingtructiond strategies that differ from those which have been
used effectively with peers?

There are drategies which many schools and interventionists use effectively with LEP sudents. Many
times, language-learning disabled students will not respond to use of these drategies and will require
more specidized help in order to learn.

Mattes & Omark, (1984) dso presented aform for a Bilingud Ord Language
Devdopment(BOLD) inventory to use to obtain a sample of the communications skillsfor bilingua
children. A copy of the form may be reproduced for nonprofit educational use. An explanation of the
questions follows:

TheBilingual Oral Language Development (BOLD),
an ord language inventory, was developed for elementary school children. The form can be used to
record observations of the child’s performance in both the native language and English. A plus (+)
should be recorded for each communicative behavior thet is performed effectively. A Minus (-) should
be recorded for each communicative behavior in which a deficiency is noted.

The behaviors listed on the inventory are described below:
Comments on own actions. The child comments on persond actions while these actions are taking
place. Example: “I’'m working fast.”

Comments on others' actions. The child comments on actions of othersin the environment. Example:
“He broke the pencil.”

Describes experiences accurately. The child is able to give an accurate description of persond
experiences.

Describes events sequentially. The child describes a sequence of eventsin the order in which they
occurred.
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Attends to the speaker. The child dlows communicative partners to soeak and shows appropriate
lisening behavior.

Follows directions. The child follows directions presented in the classroom setting.
Initiates interactions. The child initiates conversations with classmates.

Takes turns during conversation. The child dternates appropriately as spesker and listener during
conversations with peers.

Maintains topic. Thechild isableto maintain atopic of discusson over aseries of utterances during
interactions with peers.

Answers questions. The child gives appropriate responses to smple questions.

Requests attention. The child uses language to seek the atention of others.

Reguests information. The child asks questions to obtain information about people, actions, events, etc.
Requests action. The child uses language to direct the actions of others.

Requests clarification. The child requests clarification when verba statements made by others are not
understood.

Expresses needs. The child uses language to inform others of persond needs.
Expresses feelings. The child uses language to express fedings such asjoy, fear and anger.
Describes plans. The child describes plans for events that will take place in the future.

Supports viewpoints The child expresses persond opinions and is adleto provide alogicd rationde
for those opinions.

Describes solutions. The child describes solutions for Smple problem Stuations.

Expresses imagination. The child uses language to express imagination through drama, storytdling,
puppet shows, etc.
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Sample Communication Skill Invertory for Bilingua Children

Bilingual Oral Language Development (BOLD)

Child’'s Name:

Birth date:

Child' s First Language:
Child's Second Language:

Communicative Behavior Firgt Language Second Language
1. Comments on own actions. 1. 1.
2. Comments on others actions 2. 2
3. Describes experiences accurately 3. 3
4. Describes events sequentidly 4, 4
5. Attendsto the speaker 5. 5
6. Followsdirections 6. 6
7. Initiates interactions 7. 7.
8. Takesturns during conversation 8. 8
9. Maintainstopic 0.
10. Answers questions 10. 10.
11. Requests attention 11. 11.
12. Requestsinformation 12. 12.
13. Requests action 13. 13.
14. Requedts clarification 14. 14.
15. Expresses needs 15. 15.
16. Expresses fedings 16. 16.
17. Describes plans 17. 17.
18. Supports viewpoints 18. 18.
19. Describes solutions 19. 19.
20 . Expressesimagination 20. 20.

From Mates, L. J., & Omark, D. R. (1984) Speech and Language Assessment for the Bilingual Handicapped. San
Diego: College-Hill Press.
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Other measuresfor Language Assessment

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

Expressive One-Word Picture Vocabulary Test
Bilingud Syntax Measure | and 1l

Brigance Assessment of Basic Skills
Qudlitative Reading Inventory

Language Assessment Scades (LAS) Holistic Assessment & Testing Services, adivison of Stephan L.
Jackson & Associates.

6322 sovereign Dr. Ste. #110

San Antonio, TX 78229

Phone: (210) 340-5166 Fax: (210) 340-4805

E-mail: hats@dcci.com  web site www.lasbase.com

CELF Clinicd Evauation of Language Fundamentals
The Psychologica Corporation, Harcourt Brace & Co.
San Antonio TX

Phone: 1-800-228-8378

Fax 1-800-232-1223

NNAT Naglieri Nonverba Ability Test
Multilevd Form

Educational Measurement, Harcourt Brace & Co.
555 Academic Court

San Antonio TX 78204

Phone: 1-800-211-8378

BVAT Bilingud Verbd Ability Tests
Woodcock Psychoeducational Assessments
Riversde Publishing

Phone: 1-800-323-9540
WwWWw.riverpub.com

FORMS TRANSLANTED INTO DIFFERENT LANGUAGES ARE AVAILABLE FROM MISD
228-3481
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