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ACT English Test  
 
The multiple-choice English test focuses on proper grammar, punctuation, and sentence flow. You are asked 
on this ACT test to correct sentences identified within a passage.  The passage precedes the questions and each 
sentence is number in the passage. Take the time to read the opening the passage before jumping into the 
questions.  This will help give you the right framework for answering each question.  Consequently, the 
questions will make more sense if you understand the passage.  

You do have time to read the passage and not skim over the passage.  Test questions distracters are set-up for 
skimmers.  Even slow readers can complete the reading passages and have a good opportunity to answer the 
passage due to the fact they understand the passage. Four answer choices are presented and only one choice is 
the correct answer. Moreover, some questions will indicate “no change” as an answer choice.  If you believe 
the passage doesn’t need to be changed select the “no change” answer choice.  

 

 

 

Instructions  
 
There are five passages on this subject test. You should read each passage once before 

answering the questions on it. In order to answer correctly, you may need to read several 
sentences beyond the question.  
      There are two question formats within the passages. In one format, you will find words and 
phrases that have been underlined and assigned numbers. These numbers will correspond with sets 
of alternative words/phrases, given in the right-hand column of the test booklet. From the sets of 
alternatives, choose the answer choice that works best in context, keeping in mind whether it 
employs standard written English, whether it gets across the idea of the section, and whether it 
suits the tone and style of the passage. You will usually be offered the option “NO CHANGE,” 
which you should choose if you think the version found in the passage is best. 
      In the second format, you will see boxed numbers referring to sections of the passage or to the 
passage as a whole. In the right -hand column, you will be asked questions about or given 
alternatives for the sections marked by the boxes. Choose the answer choice that best answers the 
question or completes the section. After choosing your answer choice, fill in the corresponding 
bubble on the answer sheet 
On the actual test, you will be given 45 minutes to answer 75 questions. 
 ©2006 SparkNotes 

The sample test that follows includes questions from several of the English Test categories: 

Rhetorical Skills Usage and Mechanics 
Writing strategy Punctuation 

Organization Grammar and usage 
Style Sentence structure 

 

Rhetorical Skills 
• Writing strategy (12 questions) 
• Organization (11 questions) 
• Style (12 questions) 

 

Usage and Mechanics 
• Punctuation (10 questions) 
• Grammar and Usage (12 questions) 
• Sentence Structure (18 questions) 

 



ACT English  
 

2 

Ninth Grade Text Samples 
Usage and Mechanics – Punctuation 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate commas used with items in a series. 

2. Locate commas used with coordinate conjunctions 

3. Locate commas used in quotations. 

 
 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Usage and Mechanics – Punctuation 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate commas used to set off a non-essential clause in a sentence. 

2. Locate commas used to set off an appositive. 

3. Locate semi-colons used to separate two independent clauses. 
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Answer Key
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Ninth Grade Text Samples 
 Usage and Mechanics – Grammar and usage 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate examples of correctly used past and past participle forms of irregular verbs. 

2. Locate examples of correctly used comparative and superlative forms of adjectives. 
 

From grade level text examples: 
 

1. Locate examples of correctly used adjective and adverb forms. 

2. Locate examples of subject-verb agreement and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 
 

From grade level text examples: 
 

1. Locate correct use of each word-there and their, past and passed, lead and led. 
 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Usage and Mechanics – Grammar and usage 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate commas used to set off a non-essential clause in a sentence. 

2. Locate commas used to set off an appositive. 

3. Locate semi-colons used to separate two independent clauses. 
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Answer Key
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Ninth Grade Text Samples 
 Usage and Mechanics – Sentence Structure 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate conjunctions or punctuation used to join simple clauses. 

2. Locate consistency of use in verb tense in a sentence or between adjoining sentences. 
 

 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Usage and Mechanics – Sentence Structure 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Locate verbs and identify verb tense within a paragraph. 

2. Locate a phrase and identify the sentence part which it modifies. 

3. Locate a clause and identify the sentence part which it modifies. 
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Answer Key 
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Ninth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Writing strategy 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Identify the basic purpose of a selected sentence. 
 

 

 
 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Writing strategy 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Determine the author’s purpose. 

2. Identify the genres of the grade level text samples. 
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Answer Key 
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Ninth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Organization 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Identify conjunctive adverbs and conjunctive adverb phrases. 
2. Discuss the purpose and the importance of the opening paragraph for directing the rest of the 

piece. 
 

 

 
 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Organization 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Determine the author’s purpose. 

2. Identify the genres of the grade level text samples. 
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Answer Key 
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Ninth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Style 

 
The Odyssey 
Romeo and Juliet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Short stories:  

“The Necklace” 
“The Most Dangerous Game”  
“The Gift of the Magi” 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Sentences that demonstrate correct agreement of pronoun and antecedent. 
 

 

 
 
 

Tenth Grade Text Samples 
Rhetorical Skills – Style 

 
The Crucible 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Of Mice and Men 
A Raisin in the Sun 

 
 

From a grade level text sample: 
 

1. Identify the style and tone of the writing.. 

2. Identify pronouns and their references. 
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Answer Key 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 


