
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

    

 

 
   

   

 

 
 

   
 

 
  

     

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    
 

 

 
 
 
 

    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

    

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    
   

  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 

 

  

   

  
 

    
 
 

 

 
         

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 

  

  

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

  

  

      

Thursday, Nov. 30, 2017 

ENGINEERING 

Meet the new faces of 
automotive technology 

Samantha Leonardi and 
Alix Rivard are in two dif-
ferent programs at Macomb 
but they have simultane-
ously been breaking down 
engines and stereotypes 
as they proceed toward ca-
reers as an automotive ser-
vice technician and perfor-
mance engine builder. 

“No desk job for me,” says 
Rivard, who is also earn-
ing a welding certifcate at 
Macomb. “I like breaking 
down engines and rebuild-
ing them.” 

As an aspiring photog-
rapher in high school, Ri-
vard found that her favor-
ite subjects tended to have 
four tires and a hood, pref-
erably with a custom engine 
under it.  That was when the 
Macomb automotive service 
technology student had a 
glimpse of where her future 
might lead. 

“I didn’t know much 
about cars when I started 
the program,” ofers Rivard, 
24. “Now, at work (Alta 
Equipment Company), they 
come to me with questions 
about engines. I’ve grown so 
much as a technician.” 

After reading her ap-
plication essay, the North 
American Council of Auto-
motive Teachers (NACAT) 
Foundation agreed, award-
ing Rivard a $1,000 scholar-
ship at its national conven-
tion held at Macomb in July. 

“I fell in love with en-
gines at Macomb,” says Ri-
vard, “and now my dream 
is to become a performance 
engine builder for Team 
Penske.” 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Alix Rivard received a $1,000 scholarship from NACAT to 
continue her automotive technology studies at Macomb. 

Leonardi, who counts Au-
tomatic Transmissions as 
one of her favorite classes, 
looked under her frst hood 
in the company of her father. 
After taking every auto tech 
class Lakeview High School 
ofered, one of her teachers 
recommended her for Ma-
comb’s General Motors Au-
tomotive Service Education 
Program (GM ASEP). 

“The experience has been 
awesome. I have been with 
these same guys for two 
years and some of them 
will probably be lifelong 
friends,” says Leonardi, cur-
rently the only woman in 
the GM-sponsored training 
program. “The (internship) 
experience at the (Merollis 
Chevrolet) dealership has 
been great as well.  I have 
learned a lot and made a lot 
of friends there, too.” 

This year, Leonardi re-
ceived a $2,000 scholarship 
from Grainger Tools and a 
Breaking Traditions Merit 
Award from the Michigan 
Department of Education 

this year. 
“One of my personal ob-

jectives is to break down 
stereotypes in this field,” 
says Leonardi, who intends 
to pursue a bachelor’s de-
gree in automotive manage-
ment at Ferris State Univer-
sity. “Luckily in my school 
and work, it’s not an issue, 
but I was tired of people 
looking at me odd when I 
went into auto parts stores. 
I want to show them that a 
woman can do just as well 
as a man, maybe better.” 

And one of her professors 
has no doubt she will. 

“Samantha is a hard 
worker,” says Dan Claus, 
automotive technology fac-
ulty. “She never lets any-
thing stand in her way, least 
of all her gender. She goes 
above and beyond and has 
impressed everyone in the 
program.” 

For more information 
about Macomb’s Auto-
motive Technology pro-
gram, contact Claus at 
586.445.7010. 

Register to attend this FREE event! 
www.macomb.edu/MFGevening 

� Enjoy hands-on exhibits and activities, including concept cars 

� Learn about job skills that are in high demand 

� Hear from recent graduates who found good-paying career 
employment 

� Meet local businesses and learn about the careers that are 
available to you 

� Discover the career pathway that’s right for you 

� Meet local businesses and learn who employers are hiring 

In affiliation with AUTO STEAM DAYS Dec. 5–6 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017 • 5:30–8pm
Macomb Community College • Sports & Expo Center 

South Campus 

Enter for achance towin a Drone 

FREE
concessions

while supplies

last 

Explore Careers in
Manufacturing & Technology 

Center for Advanced 
Automotive Technology 

C ˜ A ˜ A ˜ T 

Presented by Macomb Community College, in collaboration with
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Manufacturing and Mathematics (STEAM) partners. 

LEARNING 

Field trips ofer students 
real view of the workplace 

In a textbook exam-
ple of “show, don’t tell,” 
Macomb’s Career Ser-
vices have been taking 
students on First Friday 
Field Trips for the past 
year to help them connect 
the real world of work 
to what they have been 
learning in the classroom. 

On the frst Friday of 
just about every month 
during the school year, 
a bus is chartered and 
enough students to fill 
it are recruited based 
on majors and interests. 
The destination may be 
a hospital or design frm, 
sports venue or manu-
facturing facility, or any 
type of business where 
students see themselves 
working one day.  Every-
thing is free and that in-
cludes lunch. 

Already this semes-

ter, students have visited 
the DTE Warren Service 
Center and the Macomb 
County Communications 
and Technology Center. 

A tour of these facili-
ties was complemented 
by discussion with em-
ployees who have the jobs 
the students are prepar-
ing for. 

At DTE, they explored 
careers in business and 
technical areas.  At the 
Macomb County facility, 
students had the oppor-
tunity to get a practical 
look at careers in infor-
mation technology and 
public service. 

“It was interesting, I 
enjoyed everything,” says 
Marjana Diekovic, Ma-
comb business student, 
who attended the DTE 
feld trip.  “Most enjoy-
able was Steve, a DTE 

manager, explaining all of 
the opportunities and the 
process of what they do.” 

Three trips are planned 
for the winter semester. 
Students will visit an As-
cension Health care facil-
ity in February, a Cintas 
(global supplier of uni-
forms and more) distribu-
tion center in March and 
Fori Automation in April. 

“These events allow 
Macomb students to ex-
plore opportunities and 
network with area em-
ployers,” says Mark Jew-
ett, Career Services coor-
dinator. 

“Consistently among 
our best-attended events, 
we consider the First Fri-
day Field Trips a great 
success and look forward 
to continuing to bring 
Macomb students and 
area employers together.” 

SCIENCE 

Lab assistant is frst 
step on her career path 

Eva Cobau is taking a 
well-deserved semester 
off from her studies at 
Macomb after complet-
ing the College’s Labora-
tory Assistant program 
and landing a full-time 
job at St. John Hospital in 
Detroit as a phlebotomist. 

“I like it a lot,” says Co-
bau, who performs blood 
draws on the midnight 
shift. “I like that I am ac-
tually working with pa-
tients.” 

After graduating high 
school, Cobau’s path 
didn’t take her anywhere 
near a hospital. 

She enrolled in cosme-
tology school and held a 
series of restaurant jobs, 
which she termed “aw-
ful.”  A year of that con-
vinced her to reconsider 
a former notion. 

“It’s been my lifelong 
dream to be a morti-
cian and own my own fu-

neral home,” offers Co-
bau. “But in high school, 
I had this notion I wasn’t 
ft for college. Then I re-
alized, I was not enjoying 
my time, I wasn’t learn-
ing anything new and I 
wasn’t bettering myself.” 

Placement tests at Ma-
comb confrmed Cobau’s 
aptitude and interest in 
anatomy and biology. She 
began taking the classes 
she will need to enter 
Wayne State University’s 
Mortuary Science pro-
gram, but didn’t want to 
continue working in res-
taurants to help pay for 
them. 

“I wanted a job that 
would get me through 
college,” says Cobau, 20, 
“and I had all this knowl-
edge from my biology 
classes that I wanted to 
put to use.” 

She spoke with her 
Macomb counselor about 

what options there were 
for working in a field 
more closely aligned to 
her career interests and 
college studies. 

He suggested the Lab-
oratory Assistant pro-
gram ofered by the Col-
lege’s Workforce and 
Continuing Education 
Department. Cobau com-
pleted the program in six 
months and was hired by 
St. John during her in-
ternship there. 

“I now appreciate why 
my instructor kept going 
over precision and patient 
identifcation,” says Co-
bau, “because when you 
are in the feld that is ev-
erything,” 

For more information 
about Macomb’s Lab-
oratory Assistant pro-
gram, contact the Cen-
ter for Health Careers at 
586.226.4807 or healthca-
reers@macomb.edu. 

EDUCATION 

Students learn what puts the 
STEAM in manufacturing 

Macomb’s Auto STEAM 
Days in December ofers 
students in grades 6-12 
an opportunity to explore 
careers in automotive de-
sign, robotics and manu-
facturing, and an evening 
event can bring their par-
ents up to speed as well. 

STEAM encompasses 
automotive, science, tech-
nology, engineering, art 
and math. 

On  Tue sd ay  a nd  
Wednesday, Dec. 5 and 6, 
students will be brought 
to Macomb’s Sports & 
Expo Center by their mid-
dle, junior and senior high 
schools to learn how all 
these areas interact in to-
day’s manufacturing sec-

tor. 
Through hands-on and 

virtual activities, students 
will experience digital 
sketching and automotive 
clay modeling, welding 
and other skilled trades. 
They will learn about au-
tomated vehicles, coding 
and trafc light program-
ming, augmented reality, 
crash detection, drive-
lines and surface traction. 
They will have the oppor-
tunity to talk with ex-
perts in the felds of engi-
neering and robotics and 
check out the latest trends 
in automotive design and 
technology. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 6, 
they are invited to bring 

their parents back to the 
Sports & Expo Center to 
Explore Careers in Man-
ufacturing and Technol-
ogy from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
A panel of recent grads, 
local employers and Ma-
comb educators will dis-
cuss the job skills that are 
in high demand, who em-
ployers are hiring, career 
pathways in manufactur-
ing and technology, and 
internship and appren-
ticeship opportunities, in-
cluding the Michigan Ap-
prenticeship Program Plus 
(MAP+).  

To register for Explore 
Careers in Manufacturing 
& Technology, go to ma-
comb.edu/MFGevening. 2487-17

Anchor Bay Schools For more information about CTE, contact Richmond Community Schools 
Armada Area Schools Shannon Williams at 586.228.3488 or swilliams@misd.net Romeo Community Schools 
Center Line Public Schools Roseville Community Schools 
Chippewa Valley Schools South Lake Schools 
Clintondale Community Schools Utica Community Schools 
Eastpointe Community Schools Van Dyke Public Schools Macomb Intermediate School DistrictFitzgerald Public Schools Warren Consolidated Schools 44001 Garfield RoadFraser Public Schools Warren Woods Public Schools Clinton Township, MI 48038 Lake Shore Public Schools 586.228.3300Lakeview Public Schools It is the policy of the MISD that no person on the basis of race, 

creed, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, L’Anse Creuse Public Schools For more information about marital status, or disability shall be discriminated against,
Mount Clemens Community Schools excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, orthe MISD and the 21 school districts, go to otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program orNew Haven Community Schools activity for which the MISD is responsible.www.misd.net 
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